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BRIEFS 


nArriuEiJEASESopcii 
LEnEROM  CUTBACKS 

RfCHMONO.  Vli.  (Special) 

—  Devid  Plett.  preaidem  of 
the  Imemetiooei  Miesion 
Board  (IMB)  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptiat  Conversion  in 
RichnKKsl.  Vi^  hat  reieaeed 
an  opw  tetter  to  Southern 
Bapliels  explaining  the 
rationale  behind  plane  to 
cut  G0O600  peraoitoel 
from  the  mieeionary  tend¬ 
ing  agency,  lb  read  the 
tetter  in  iti  entirely,  visit 
bpoeiet  .net/46432/imtoe- 
pletteecMleopen  letters 
sbotomily. 

GUIOESTOiiE  GIVES  TIPS 

mcimHEmmMKEft 

OAUAS  (BP)  -  GuideStone 
Rftoncial  Reeouroee  of  the 
Southein  Baptist  Cora^erv 
tion  has  produced  e  video 
outlintoQ  the  ruitior>*t  cur- 
rent  mertcet  voletiifty  end 
ruponsst  thsSBxHHerm 


AMMUBLE  AT  UR  WAY 

NASHVILUE  (BP)  -  UfeVtIey 
Christien  fWsouroes  has 
perinesad^wNh  ChrMan 
filmmafcen  Blaphen  and 
Alex  Kendrick  to  provide 
churches  vrhh  reeouroes  to 


'Attack  on  religious  liberty' 

Federal  judges  slam  ruling  against  Guidestone 


DALLAS  IBP)  ~  Five  judges 
oo  the  U.S.  0>uit  of  App^s 
for  the  loth  Circuit  iir/Deii- 
ver  have  sharply  criticized  the 
July  decision  of  a  three-judge 
panel  of  the  court  that  mlM 
against  GuideStone  Financial 
Resources  in  a  case  invoiv- 
ing  die  Obama  administra¬ 
tion's  mandate  on  provision 
of  contraceptives  that  could 
cause  abortioas. 

In  a  rare  move,  the  entire 
loth  Circuit  on  its  own  initia¬ 
tive  took  a  vote  on  whether 
to  reconsider  the  panel  deci¬ 
sion.  Wlien  the  vote  narrowly 
fell  short,  five  of  the  19  judaes 
released  a  diasentina  opin¬ 
ion  Smt.  3  that  desenbes  the 
three-judge  panel's  decision  as 
"a  dangerous  approach  to  reli- 
aioiis  liberty”  tiiat  is  so  *clear- 
w  and  gravely  wrong*  that  it 
•^not*  ‘  “ 


Guidestone* 

Financial  Resources 


not  long  survive.* 


nrbis  quicidy  iBpudiat^ 

important  arKi  prcvideBfiJiShfM^  piTKifllW^ 
U.S.  SiBXBfTie  Court  i 


ado 


in  the  face  of  daily  news. 
keeping  a  tong4arm  fooua 
on  ini^esuaanti.  and  makv 
tainirig  diveriification  in 
aga- ^  nek-appeopriata  in- 
vaaamants.  Pvtidpama  can 
viaay  thia  and  olhaf  vidaoa. 
artidaa.  and  links  on  cur¬ 
rant  nawa  topics  ralatad  to 
tha  markata  at  QuidaStona- 
Fundgoom.  undar  tha  Naws 
a  kwighta  tab. 


abortiofi/contraoeptioo  man¬ 
date  requires  ministries  that 
are  not  lurches  or  integrated 
auxiliariea  of  churdies  to  pro¬ 
vide  abortion-causii^  dniju 
and  devices  in  their  heann 
plans  or  6tce  crippling  fines. 

The  parties  in  the  case  have 
argued  that  a  false  *aooomroo- 
dation*  offered  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  still  forces  me  ministries 
to  violate  their  faith. 

Guidestone,  along  vrith 
churches  and  a  very  nar¬ 


row  class  of  other  ministries, 
are  exempt  from  the  mandate 
and  its  penalties  but  hun¬ 
dreds  of  evangelical  Chris¬ 
tian  ministries  that  rely  on 
Guidestone  for  their  health 
benefits  are  not  exempt  and 
must  comply  with  the  govem- 
ment'a  system  or  pay  enor¬ 
mous  fines. 


■  This  is  extraordinary,* 
Harold  R.  Loftin  Jr.,  general 
counad  for  GuideStone,  said 
of  *the  powerful  opinion  from 
these  me  judges...  who  have 
rejected  the  government's  at- 
ulck  00  religious  life^.* 
Loftin  aodedf  This  quickly 
growing  repudiation  is  very 
important  and  provides  fur^ 


ther  proof  that  the  U.S.  Su¬ 
preme  Court  should  hear 
our  appeal.* 

The  three-judge  panel  of  the 
lofri  Circuit  Court  ruled  2-1 
againat  GuideStone  on  July 
An  ix^unction  protecting 
affected  ministriea  from  the 
mandate’s  penajftes  remains 
in  effect. 

Guidestone  and  its  co- 
plaintiffe.  Truett-MeCon- 
nell  College  and  Reachina 
Souls  InternationaL  have  filed 
an  appeal  to  the  Siqireme 
Court  alongside  the  Little 
Siatera  of  the  Poor,  a  Roman 
Catholic  ministry. 

AdedBOQOOwhetherdieSu- 
e  Court  w3l  bear  the  appeal 


.  which  apot- 
.  .  pr.  its  power,  and 

purpiMMi.  Baaoufoaa  induda 
the  books.  The  Battle  Plan 
for  Prayer,  end  Fervent  a 
pair  of  chttdfon'a  books, 
Prayar  \Morita:  Prayor  Rain¬ 
ing  and  Siratagy  for  Kida. 
and  Pater's  Pwfact  Prayer 
Place;  and  Wpr  Room 
Bibie  Study  ^  Church 
CamptoQ^  KR  fhat  indudas 
a  Wva  waak  smaN  group 
study,  aarmon  outknai. 
and  promotiona)  itama.  For 
more  information  about 
Wlar  Room  raaomeaa,  visit 

Uteweycom/VliMBP<>^ 


Plan  for  Pastor  Appreciation  Month 

ALPHARETTA,  Oa.  (BP)  - 

Imaging  if  pastors  received  the 
same  support  and  aocoladea 
reserved  for  successful  college 
football  coaches.  While  many 
churches  encourage  their  pas¬ 
tors  vrell,  and  some  do  an  ex¬ 
emplary  job,  many  pastors  feel 
dooer  to  last  year’s  fired  head 
coach  than  the  man  with  the 
poat-game  TV  show. 

BlAer  Pastor  Appreciation 
Mamh  in  October  acroaa  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Paaton  need  demonstrated 
love  and  support,  perhaps  as 
much  as  any  other  vocatkHi. 

The  stresaes  of  aooepting  spiri¬ 
tual  responsibflHv  for  oongre- 
gatkios  are  welMocuxxiented 
m  Scripture  by  the  Apostle  Paul 
and  today  in  countlcm  surveys. 

Pastors  need  support.  *Just 
as  Moses  needed  an  Aaron  and 


Sunday 


PASTOR 
APPRECIATION 


Hur  to  lift  his  %veai7  arms  in 
battle  (Exodus  17).  so  every 
puilor  needs  encouragement 
nrom  his  church  to  lift  hli  arms 
in  the  spiritual  battle  facing 
the  local  churdi,*  said  Michad 
Levris,  executive  dfiector  for 
the  Horth  American  Mission 
Board  (NAMB)  pastoral  care 
and  de^lopment  office  in  Al¬ 
pharetta, 


"Pastors,  whose  jobs  are  aU 
about  'giving  out,*  are  *wearing 
out*  Pastors  need  affirmatioD 
and  encouragement  fatun  their 
congiegatioas.  Serving  as  a  lo¬ 
cal  diiirch  pastor  is  filled  with 
pressing  demands.* 

As  a  former  pastor,  Lewis 
understands  Xhoee  pressures. 

•••  nASrrosi  on  p.  6 
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Here  to  serve  the  churches 


History  marches  on 


The  new*  waa  glum  and  tb«  im- 
agM  heartbreaking  aa  deawr- 
ate  refugees  raced  acroM  the 
border  iidiile  there  doM. 

Of  courae,  countries  into 

the  masses  vmre  fleeing  offered  Up 

service  sympathy  bat  protested  that 


they  coaldnVaoc^  yet  another 
wave  of  impoveriahedt  stateless 
refugees.  One  ambassador  observed 
thatlds  country  didn*t  have  a  racial 
problsm  tnd  was  not  interested  in  - 
importing  one. 

flnr  in  the  faces  of  the  refu¬ 
gees  vms  palpable  as  they  handed 
%etr  dnldren  over  to  complete 
Strangers  in  hopes  their  Utde  ones 
woidSinnch  stfe^  even  if  ^ 
couldn't.  Ihe  dark  clouds  of  com¬ 
ing  pograms  were  gathering.  No 
oneniew  how  long  they  him  left, 
so  they  departed  with  nothing  on 
which  to  build  a  new  life  that  they 
couldnt  envision  anyway  in  a  lai^ 
completely  foreiffd  to  thm  and,  in 
many  cases,  hostile  to  them,  ^e 
only  fatemstWe  waatnttein  deeni 
for  themselves  and  their  children. 
Maybe  not  tomorrow,  but  certain. 

Those  are  not  news  stories  from 
last  week,  when  panicked  refugees 
from  and  other  countries 
were  driven  out  in  front  of  invading 
and  victorious  ISIS  MusUm  extrem¬ 
ists  who  kiU  even  other  MusUms 
%riio  don’t  believe  exactb^  as  they 
do.  No,  those  hfSfitifianmlTOm 
193S-1939*  as  mnrdecoaaeidrem- 
ills  of  iiUTthf"  kind  prepasedin 
their  darwad-rime  for  innrid  domi- 
nattoMgddie  mass  rUminatinn  of 
thoapaaim  didn’t  believe  exactly  aa 


of  Hassakeb  in  Ji^  as  ISIS  forces 
entered  the  area.  Those  Christians 
are  reportedly  huddling  in  the 

heat  of  the  open  desert  with 
no  shelter  and  little  water. 

In  late  August  in  another  venue 
of  the  ISIS  military  theater  near  the 
border  with  Turfay,  ISIS  fighters 
invaded  several  small  viUagesud 
cut  off  all  access  to  flie  town  of 

Marea.  The  fate  of  dbristiims  and 
oUiir  religioiis  minorities  in  the 
ares  is  unknovihnMgcseot»  hot 
foreordained  uahnSlS  rule. 

The  Mirror,  a  London-based 


intent  of  the  refuf^’  tor- 
was  as  clearihen  as  it  to 
today.  History  does  repeat  itself, 
if  only  we  pay  attcntjon,-  Bmore 
the  ifasto  nnmiy  mrtlhfic  denUgp 
at  the  end  of  World  War  U,  thu 
Axto  SKwero  af^vWch  thojn^i^ 
a  pari  0«nmn  It^e 

and  JifOB)  were  responsible  for 
poaril^  more  than  lOO  million  hur 
man  casualties. 

In  our  dsy,  ISIS  fortes  assiimed 


le^ottS  minority  populstion  of 
that  and^  Roman  oty,  indudhia 
Christians,  to  unaccounted  for  and 
aaamned  to  have  been  either  exter¬ 
minated  or  driven  out  wHh  nothliig 
but  ^>tbes  on  their  backs. 

Four  thousand  Christian  fami¬ 
lies,  nttsobering  almost  120,000 
people,  fled  the  nortbesstern  city 


newspaper,  recently  reported  that 
ISIS  bragged  in  one  of  itsjpropa- 
ganda  magazines  named  Dabiq  that 
the  grou^as  set  a  goal  of  aarair- 
ing  a  nuclear  weapon  within  the 
next  twelve  months. 

In  die  meantime  ISIS  has  an- 
Doonoed  a  government,  aet  iq>  sharia 
(Muslim)  law  in  the  areas  it  con¬ 
trols,  and  issued  its  own  currency 
backed  by  billions  of  doUara  from 
oil  rcvenocs  confiscations 

in  occumed  territorieo.  Look  for  the 
United  Nations  to  formally  declare 
the  so<cal]ed  lakonic  SUte  a  coun¬ 
try  in  the  near  future,  with  all  the 
privileges  and  ptctectkms  that  go 
along  with  being  a  U.N.  member. 

Hmory  reveals  to  us,  over  and 
over,  what  the  outcome  of  all  this 
%rill  oe.  Surely  no  one  wants  to  con¬ 
template  World  War  HI  but  these 
lown  of  death  and  destruction,  like 
the-Naris  before  them,  arc  bent  on 
^bal  conquestnod  nothina  less 
than  the  toul  redknrtkm  of  the 
human  race.  Widmut  a  doubt,  dito 
would  include  the  attempted  eradi¬ 
cation  of  Chrtotiaoity. 

nil  ihtolangnitTinrttrsnTT 
so  far  swsy  to  most  Ameri¬ 
cans,  whose  greatest  loss  to  s  poor 
Mimring  a  fovorile  foothalfteam. 
Wherejmr  iupermaitos  have  a 
flam  vifftades  uimles  alone 
on  whk^  to  foart.  Where  we  have 
so  mu^  deanvraterdbat  we  can 
•  afford  to  flo^H  away.  Where  our 
blttest  dMly  aediadi  to  ru^^hour 
tmic  on  fte-inlerMsfce.  WUeie  our 
cflinate-eontreged  churches  have 
cuahtons  on  dtoaemibeamhly  htord, 
wooden  pewa,  ^  . 

We  can  qaii^^  laea  it  aS,  Hial^s 
the  intention  of  our  miemies,  and 
the  sooner  timhetter  as  far  as 
;  th^re  concerned. 

ft's  time  we  afearte^raying, 
don't  you  think?  Affffor  more 
OiriirtiansThairwe  eare  to  admit, 
this  lime  it  ne^lo  be  sincere. 


Iliad  the  pcivBege  of  meetiy 

execodve  dipertors  of  the  stste 

conventiops  in  die  Midwest^MUrt 
this  year.  I  presented  on  how,  togrtner, 

we  might  best  serve  the^urrii^  w 

regwiL  We  enioyed  a  dii^ 

my  presentatkin  about  how  we  might  best 

aocomphsh  these  shared  goals. 

As  I  piepared  for  our  time  togeth»,  I 
ivBsreminoedof  howsim^our  mmis-  *  i 
tries  are.  and  how  many  of  our  challenges 

amt  oppoitunitieB  are  coming  to  us 

bodi.  I  also  reminded  of  how  (W  con- 

stitiiency  to  one  snd  the  samr.  . 

Baptist  churches.  Thus,  I  spoke  not  about 

wiit  dicy  sbouW  do  but  what  we  should 

do  and  bow,  together,  we  am  b^  sew  in 
the  years  abma  and  most  effecdvwy  incor¬ 
porate  dwmOlenmal  generation.  Here  are 

Kty  points  of  what  I  shared: 

Mission  clarity 

First,  we  must  vigila  dy  roaintM  mis¬ 
sion  darity.  like  Midwestern  Seminary. 

afl  ministries  that  are  intended  to  serve 
die  church  miist  do  just  that -- serve  the 

churdL  Churches  founded  us,  they  fond 

us,  and  they  expect  us  to  serve  them. 

How  we  best  serve  die  church  wriD  vary 
fROT  entity  to  entity  and  state  to  state 
Nonedieless,  we  must  know  the  needs  and 
expectations  of  the  churches  we  serve.  We 
should  study  them,  listen  to  them,  snd 
give  our  energies  and  resources  for  diem 
MeetiM  the  needs  and  cxpectatioiis^ 
our  churches  may  recpiw  fondsmentaDy 
lecahliratina  longstanding 
structures,  u  changes  are  needed,  we 
miwt  be  iriOing  to  make  tbein.  If  vre  do 

not,  churches  wiD  eventually  make  those 
changes  for  us. 

Most  especiaDy,  in  order  to  serve  our 
churdies  we  must  know  their  ministers. 

We  must  seek  out  opportunities  to  hsten 
to  them,  network  wim  them,  and  truly 

conskler  thefr  concerns  and  insights.  We 
can  and  shouM  take  die  fdstkmal  initia¬ 
tive.  After  sH,  we  are  called  to  serve  them, 
not  vice  versa. 

OiMiiMl  stawardship 

Gtoeodw  foiancial  Imitations  most 
every  Chrtodan  organtoatioa  experiences, 
optimal  stewaiddup  to  a  must  Missiofi 
duity  informs  optimal  stewardship.  Inter- 

BSptistRecord— 


Guest  opinion 

with  Jason  Allen 


rogating  our  own  entities  ivitb  die  right 
questfoostohripfoltoinformoursteward- 
^p.  What  do  our  churches  expect  us  to 
accomplish  on  their  bdialf,  and  how  do  we 
most  optimally  steward  our  resources  to 
thatend?  .  ,  . 

'Ibese  days,  answ^uig  hard  questions 
about  perceived  duplicative  ministnes, 
mtosfon  creep,  and  overstaffing,  among 

odicr  things,  are  standaid  derating  pro^ 
dure.  These  questions  Aouw  be  welcorne 
asxi  be  humbly  responded  to  with  dev 
and  oompdhng  answers.  The  biinlen  is  on 

us,  as  stewards  on  beh^  of  OUT  churches, 

to  ocHitinuafly  earn  their  trust 

Ganeratiofial  transition 

SouOiera  Baptists  are  now  experienc- 
ing  a  gjcneratkHial  transitioo  that  touches 
nearly  every  aspect  of  our  vrork.  M  the  na 
tional  levd,  young  entity  heads  like  Russefl 
Moore,  prendent  of  ^  Ed^  and 
fdous  Lioerty  Commissiofi  in  Nashville; 


Oani  Richanhon 


Tosyiytodln  ^ 


AflivMMy 


LWVBU  riau,  - - - 

Mtosioo  Board  in  Riefamond,  Va.;  and  my 

self  as  president  of  Mklwestera  Seminary 
m  Kansas  C%,  Mo.,  are  indica^  of  this 

transition.  At  the  state  convention  level, 
gjcneratioDal  traorition  to  the  norm  as  well 
Incorporating  the  millennial  genera¬ 
tion  does  not  give  away  our  future.  It 

ensures  it  This  must  include  more  umd 
trying  to  aefl  theau  on  the  Cooperet^*^^ 
Program-  The  miUennial  generation,  nie 
every  generation,  iviD  support  dial  about 
whi^  they  are  passionate. 

A  generation  that  has  given  up  much 
to  foUow  Christ  and  even  more  to 
pursue  ministry  Is  most  impassioned 
by  ministries  dirt  are  bold  for  the  Great 
Commission,  the  local  cburdi,  and  sound 
doctrine.  As  the  tote  architect  Daniel 
Burnham  once  observed,  small  thoughts 

•••  ALLEN  00  p.  S 
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PlMiiNR)  wasl^  except  we^  sf  Jufy  4  am  ChriMs  to  the  Miesmippt  Baptist  Onmmotktm  %asf6. 
SIS  MtoiMspi  MS  3920'  S«JbecriphertSl&36pif  year  In  advance  ^conoreypfou 


aiamttofof  csdpwilisp  tguiiiiipp  churches  ^nottoaU  posuige  paid  at  Jacksor^,  MS  Merribet,  AssociiWXt 
of  State  flapito  Otodtuwa  News  it»t\s  -  one  caiendai  weak  prior  to  requested  puWrcaOon  dge 
AdWftjfing  —  two  cafondif  weeks  prlof  to  requested  puWfcatwr.  ^  sjbmisslnm  m  subjiCt  m  adforg 
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Ky.  county  clerk  defies  judge,  goes  to  jail 


The  Baptist  Rbct>rd  September  10,  2015 


tain  licenses  from  deputy  clerks 
in  Rowan  Coun^  aner  Davis, 
citinE  her  Christian  beliefs,  re- 
frisea  for  two  months  to  grant 
the  documents. 

Five  of  Davis'  deputy  clerks 
agreed  Sept.  3  to  issue  mar¬ 
riage  licenses  to  same  sex 
couples.  They  told  f^ral 
judM  David  L.  Bunning  in  his 
Asmand,  Ky.,  courtroom  th^ 
would  com^y  after  he  sent  Da¬ 
vis  to  jail  earaer  in  the  day  for 
contempt  in  refusing  to  obe^ 
his  previous  order  to  grant  li¬ 
censes  to  the  couples. 

*Davis  is  certunly  free  to 
disagree  with  the  court's  opin¬ 
ion,  as  many  Americans  likely 
do,  but  that  does  not  excuse 
her  from  complying  with  it. 
To  hold  otherwise  would  set  a 
dangerous  precedent,*  Bun¬ 
ning  wrote  in  his  contempt  of 
court  citation. 

Burmina  was  nominated  to 
the  federal  bench  by  George  W. 
Bush.  He  is  the  son  of  former 
M%jor  League  Baseball  Hall  of 
Fame^cher  Jim  Sunning.  The 


director  of 
policy  stud¬ 
ies,  wrote  in  a 
Sept.  4  post 


This  inaction  on  the  part  of  the  governor  repre* 
seats  gross  irxifffefBnce  to  his  duties  as  goverrKMr. 
The  dramatic  events  and  drastic  steps  in  Kentucky 
are  fKt  necessary  given  the  multiple  ways  that 
states  can  protect  individual  conscience  whHe  still 
upholding  the  rule  of  law.* 


action  on 
the  part  of 
the  governor 
represents 
gross  indif-  DAVIS 
fereiKe  to  his 

duties  as  governor.  The  dra¬ 
matic  events  and  drastic  steps 
In  Kencuckv  aie  not  neoMsarv 

Kentuclw  as  i  Republican  U  S. 

Senator  for  12  yeah.  stole*  can  protect  indMdual 

Davis  will  stay  in  jail  for  at  conaaence  vAile  ^1  uphold- 
least  a  week,  the  14-year  judge  M"" 

told  Associated  Press  „  ,  -i. 

and  he  wiD  reconsider  his  nil-  O'*  of  Dayia  attomies,  Ub- 
ing  after  ^  deputy  derka  have  Coiuiael  (firman  Mat 

hid  the  opportunity  to  obey  his  Stovw,  decned  Buramg  a 
order.  AfSf  the  diputy  cl^  I"*  •  punishment  ^ 

agreed  to  issue  licenses,  the  tu^  mflirted  ^ite  a  request 
judge  offered  to  release  Davis  bylatp'ers  forthesamesexcou- 
if  she  agreed  not  to  interfere  pies  that  she  only  be  fined, 
with  therssuance  of  the  licenses  Are  »ve  nrt  more  tolerant, 
by  her  office  staff,  but  she  de-  'note  ratwnd  than  we  a^r 
dined.  AP  reported.  to  ll*  outeide  vrorld  today? 

Des^  Davis’  request  for  the  Stover  said  in  a  Sept.  4  ^te- 
Kentudcy  legisUture  to  pass  a  ment  ,isMied  before  holding 
bill  to  protect  her  rights  of  con-  •  mid-afternTOn  news 
science  while  maintaining  l^r  ference.  Is  this  the  kind  of 
clerk's  job,  Gov.  Steve  Beshear  Amenca  we  want,  where  good 
declined  again  Sept  3  to  call  a  people  are  impiwned  h^usf 
spe<^  aenion,  AP  reported,  of  their  Judeo-Chnstian  beliefs 
m  legislature  is  not  scheduled  and  vducs? 
to  convene  until  January.  I  tk)  not  think  this  is  the 

Religious  freedom  advo-  America  people  want.  Yester- 
cates,  deluding  Southern  Bap-  dvr  was  a  tragic  day  in  Aniens, 
tist  leaders,  continued  to  call  for  What  the  future  hol^  we  do 
Beshear,  a  Democrat,  and  the  not  know  but  yesterday  was  a 
state  lerialature  to  act  to  resolve  turning  point  one  wray  or  anoth- 

the  dilemma.  «“•  The  future  Is  yet  unwritten.  „  ^  u  j  u 

Beshear  “has  stood  idly  bv  ft  is  up  to  the  American  people  wn  Kentucky  county,  ^  been 
and  offerod  no  relief,  deipite  to  decide.*  torne^ay^times  by  Davis 

pleas  ftom  thousands  of  Ifen-  IV  eovem-rent  could  re-  ofh(rel^re  ^.  4 
tuclda^  who’ve  asked  him  to  solve  this  conflict  by  providing  Davis  jailing  is  the  latest 
provide  leadership  and  seek  accommodations  for  county  fallout  from  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Illative  compromise  in  this  clerks  with  conscientious  ob-  Court  s  June  26  decision  legal- 
conflict.’'  Russell  Moore,  presi-  jections  to  issuing  licenses  to  izing  same  sex  marriage  na- 
dent  of  the  Southern  B^tist  same-sex  couples,  Staver  and  tiomvide.  It  came  three  days 
Ethics  i  Religious  Liberty  Com-  other  religious  freedom  advo-  after  the  high  court  denied  her 
mission  (Ef3x)  in  Nashville,  cates  have  saida  Among  the  ac-  request  to  block  enforcement  of 
and  Andrew  Walker,  ERLC’s  commodations  suggested  in  the  younger  Running’s  order 


TmMfTY  CHJHCH.  LAUim..  hM  called 
Kan  Johnaon  aa  youth  cHractor.  Ha  it  shown 
with  wifa  Brandi  and  son  Mason. 


The  ruling  by  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  this  summer  deckrinc  that 
same  sex  marriages  are  is 
possibiy  the  most  desfcroctive,  msru^ 
tive,  and  damaging  decision  ever  to  oe 
made  by  the  high  court.  It  was  actually 
not  a  decision  made  on  legislation,  but 
rather  a  redefinition  of  marriage.  For  the 
entire  history  of  our  country  and  in  fact, 
centuries  farther  back,  marriage  has 
been  understood  clearly  as  a  relation¬ 
ship  between  a  man  and  a  woman.  Most 
of  ^  thou^t  process  throuah  the  ages 
has  been  rooted  in  what  the  Bible  says: 
“God  created  them  male  and  female."  In 
the  unfolding  relationship,  God  brought 
together  one  man  and  one  %w)man.  It 
%ya8  a  gift  from  heaven  and  became  the 
building  block  upon  %^ich  civilizations 
have  stood  for  millennia. 

The  Supreme  Court  ruling  removed 
the  bounoaries  of  what  marriage  has 
been  and  not  only  invited  same  sex 
couples  to  many,  it  open^  the  door  for 
the  diacussion  and  the  litigation  over 
what  else  can  be  oonsiderw  niarriage. 
The  Supreme  Court  made  their  ruling 
on  the  basis  of  giving  everyone  mar¬ 
riage  ecmality.  Already  there  have  been 
those  want  to  go  to  court  that  are 
creating  a  larger  circle  of  marriage  with 
a  man  and  two  or  three  women,  and 
what  keeps  them  from  being  equal  in  the 
relationship? 

The  decision  came  about  under  the 
onslaught  of  pressure  horn  the  LXIBT 
movement  (Lesbian,  Gay.  Bisexual,  and 
Transgendcr).  It  was  aided  and  encour¬ 
aged  ^  the  positioning  of  same  sex  mar¬ 
ine  as  a  ct^  rights  issue  as  opposed 
to  having  any  moral  context  for  society 
It  is  very  pitiable  that  for  our  country, 
removing  those  parameters  of  what  mar¬ 
riage  has  always  been  will  allow  mar¬ 
riage  to  be  something  new  that  we  do 
not  even  know  where  it  will  now  go.  The 
foundatiooal  structure  of  qur  sooety  has 
been  removed. 

Of  course,  there  were  strong,  loud 
voices  calling  for  this  equali^,  not  the 
least  of  which  %vas  the  resident  of  the 
United  States  who  came  to  the  office 
holding  to  the  biblical  view  of  one  man 
and  one  woman  and  in  mid^residential 
service  changed  his  mind.  TIk  only 
proMem  is  that  God's  plan  did  not 
diai^  for  either  the  msident’s  new 
view  or  the  Supreme  Cknirfs  new  niHng. 
The  day  of  the  nihng,  I  received  a  phone 
call  from  a  man  who  said,  "Well,  nnoe 
the  Supreme  Court  has  ruled,  what  do 
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we  do  now?"  I  responded  by  saying, 
“What  do  you  mean  what  do  we  do  now? 
We  do  what  we  have  been  doing."  He 
said,  "Well,  the  Supreme  Court  says  it 
is  kgal  and  that  wul  be  the  new  mar¬ 
riage  form."  I  said,  “No,  wo  will  continue 
doing  v^iat  Cfod  h^  taught  us  in  His 
Word."  There  are  laws  that  support 
thoM  dedsions. 

I  know  the  Supreme  Court  justices 
have  the  ultimate  word  on  legal  issues  in 
our  land,  but  they  do  not  have  the  ulti¬ 
mate  word  about  aO  things  pertaining  to 
life.  God  created  and  ordained  marriage 
and  we  will  continue  to  teach  His  Word 
ai^  focus  on  His  best  plan.  It  is  that 
same  court  process  that  brought  us  the 
decision  that  has  led  to  the  le^  destruc¬ 
tion  of  over  50  million  children  through 
abortion.  Because  of  the  court’s  ruling 
in  Roe  v,  Wode,  is  there  any  sense  of  ac¬ 
ceptance  that  that  is  ivhat  we  should  do 
and  practice?  God  forbid!  We  are  people 
of  the  Book,  the  Word  of  the  living  God. 

So,  %vhal  doea  God  aav  abcniil  koaso- 
sexuality?  Let  roe  begin  by  Ju^t  sayii^ 
that  homosexuality  has  long  bera  with 
us.  You  do  not  have  to  read  far  in  the  Bi¬ 
ble  finom  the  creation  of  man  to  Geoesia 
19,  v^re  you  come  foce-to-fKe  with 
mdfical  homosexuality  being  pronounced 
and  promoted  in  thoae  twin  cities  of  So¬ 
dom  and  Goftiorrah.  Hiere  is  Lot,  living 
in  the  midst  of  all  of  that  degradation 
and  corruption.  It  was  wrong  then  and  it 
is  %vrong  now.  God  in  His  own  way  and 
time  dealt  with  H  back  then,  and  uod  in 
His  ovm  vray  and  tune  will  deal  with  us. 
Clearly,  one  does  not  have  to  be  a  Bible 


scholar  in  order  to  understand  God’s 
position.  It  is  very  clear  in  Scripts  that 
God  declares  sex  outside  of  marriage 
-  either  with  the  oppo^  sex  or  si^ 
sex  attraction  — -  as  forbidden,  and  it  is 
detrimental. 

It  k  not  difficult  to  understand  what 
God  is  teaching  His  newly  formed  nation 
ofpeof:^  He  says  in  Leviticus  18:22, 

“Tnou  shah  not  he  with  mankM  as 
with  womankind.  It  is  an  abomination.” 
As  with  die  first  couple  in  the  (krden 
of  Eden  that  faced  a  choice  with  aO  of 
the  blessings  diat  God  had  oven  them 
or  the  one  tree  in  die  garden 

that  God  said  to  leave  alon^  you  «id  I 
face  chc^oes  in  evwy  area  of  our  lives.  To 

ignore  God's  dear  teaching  on  the  proper 
path  for  aexuahty  as  oppoM  to  a  person¬ 
al  path  can  be  to  our  own  detriment. 

Writing  to  the  church  in  Cforindi,  die 
Apoe^  Paul  said,  "Know  ye  not  that  the 
unrighteous  shall  not  inherit  the  King¬ 
dom  of  God?"  (1  Cor.  6:9).  He  had  to  see 
that  naithar  fonucalDcm,  nor  idofat^^ 
nor  adulterers,  nor  effeminate  (referring 
to  one  aspect  of  homosexuality),  nor 
abusers  (referring  to  those  who  are  tak¬ 
ing  advantage  of  people  bomoaexually), 
nor  thieves,  nor  covetous,  nor  drunk¬ 
ards,  nor  revelers,  nor  extortioners  shall 
inherit  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

Now  this  is  a  vivid  description  of 
a  number  of  groups  indudu^  those 
diat  would  amise  themselves  in  follow¬ 
ing  a  same  sex  attraction,  but  there  is 
hc^,  there  is  salvation,  and  there  is  life 
change,  for  in  verse  11  of  1  Corinthians  6 
Paul  says,  "And  such  were  some  of  you." 


God  can  vrork  in  any  of  our  situations 
to  save  us,  bring  us  out,  and  give  us  new 
life  —  but  not  here  in  1  Corinthians  nor 
anywhere  does  the  Bible  promote  the 
values  and  the  rightness  of  homosexual 
behavior. 

Across  the  land  there  are  dnirches 
that  ident^  themselves  as  "welcoming 
and  affirming."  These  churches  posture 
themselves  as  being  open  to  homosexual 
and  lesbian  couples  and  individuals,  but 
in  r«dity  th^  are  more  than  just  what 
may  appear  to  be.  I  do  not  know  of  any 
of  our  diurches  that  do  not  welcome 
people  into  their  midst.  1  mean  by  that 
they  may  he  drunkards,  cheating  in  busi¬ 
ness,  having  an  affair^  or  they  may  be 
a  homosexual.  Few  churches  lock  their 
doors  and  kick  out  anybody  that  wants 
to  come  to  worship  and  to  near  die  Gos¬ 
pel  of  Jesus  Christ,  which  in  itself  is  the 
transfofining  moment. 

When  it  comes  to  affirming  the  truth 
is  that  some  churches  not  onQr  welcome 
people  but  affirm  a  non-biblical  lifestyle. 
Their  petition  may  be  better  defin^  as 
supporting,  or  even  more,  promoting  a 
life^yle  that  is  outside  the  wiU  of  God. 
Churches  that  do  that  are  not  seeking  to 
follow  the  teaching  of  Scripturo  and  are 
not  in  friend  cooperation  with  the  mis¬ 
sion  and  the  puroose  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention.  Should  the  Conven¬ 
tion  therefore  disassociate  itself  from 
that  church?  The  reality  is  that  in  their 
stated  position  of  an  unbiblical  lifesty  le, 
such  churches  have  disaasocigted  them¬ 
selves  from  the  Convention. 

These  are  difficult  diws,  for  never  in 
our  history  have  we  had  leadm  who 
have  stepped  so  far  from  biblical  truth. 
We  have  never  seen  our  toven^nt  so 
radically  force  individual  and  institu¬ 
tions  to  embrace  lifestyles  vnth  which 
they  disagree.  For  the  first  time  in  our 
history,  a  person  has  been  imprisoned 
for  th^  view  of  maniagie-  Yet  we  must 
remain  anchored  to  the  unchimgint 
Word  of  God.  In  a  %rorld  of  cultural  cha- 
oa  and  man^  and  damoring,  we  must 
not  lose  right  of  the  fact  of  who  we  are 
and  %vhat  God  has  caOed  us  to  do.  We 
are  aD  rinners  and  only  Jesus  can  save 
any  of  us.  TTie  Good  News  from  heaven 
is  that  anyone  and  everyone  can  come  to 
Jesus  ana  be  saved.  We  stand  with  our 
hving  Lord  and  proclaim  His  message  to 
all  people  everywhere. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  direc- 
tkms^mbcb.ory. 
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>  The  Missisrippi  Ahim- 
oi  of  SouttiwMtmfi  Bop- 
ttet  Thoologfoal  Soml- 
fiary  will  meet  noon, 
Oct  27  in  the  Chriatian 
lA  Center,  First  Church, 
Jadcaon.  Tickets,  $10. 
Send  money  to  Archie 
Herrin,  1962  National 
Guard  Road.  Oihimbia, 
MS  39429 

>  Blue  MouitUin  Cot 
lege  is  hosting  the  North¬ 
east  Mississippi  Pastor's 
Ckmference  Sept.  14-  R(^- 
istretkm,  8:30  e.m.  Jim 
Futral,  Reggie  Bridges, 
Philip  Ckptes,  and  Timo¬ 
thy  Mims,  speakers. 

>  Mledeelppi  College 

has  set  fall  enrollment 
records,  enroHing  5,152 


students.  The  achool’s 
new  residence  halls  and 
the  largest  freshman  claaa 
betpecTattract  students. 

>  WNNem  Cerey  Uiil- 
vertltv  has  set  fall  en¬ 
rollment  records,  with  a 
total  enronment  of  4,330 
students.  The  Tradition 
campus  has  an  enroO- 
ment  of  1,154  students, 
an  l  Jie  School  of  Educa- 
tkm  broke  records  with 
an  enrollment  of  1.270 
studenio. 

>  Tim  Tebow,  NFL  quar¬ 
terback,  will  be  the  key¬ 
note  sneaker  at  the  Blue 
Mountain  Collaga  fund¬ 
raising  gala  at  Bancoro- 
South  Arena,  Tupeio, 
April  12, 2016. 
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Staff  Changes 


f IfIBT  CHUBCH.  CARNBS.  has  called  Dallas  Hickey  as 
pastor.  Shown  are  Hickey,  wife  Merie,  Kierston  Hickey, 
Malachi  Hickey.  Josiah  Hickehy.  end  Maciah  Hickey 


V^^iat  I  teH  you  in  the  daricness,  sp^  n  the  light,  and  what  ypu  hear  whisp^r^W^our  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 
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COLLEGE  STUDENT  CONFERENCE  2015 
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FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONTACT  THE  COLLEGIATE  MINISTRY  DEPT.  AT  THE  MBCB 

800-748-1651,  Ext.  299  or  601-292-3299. 


ANYONE  IN  CHRIST  IS  A 

MARGARET  LACKEY 
OFFERING  FOR  STATE 
MISSIONS  MISSISSIPPI 

CREATION 


GIVE  GENEROUSLY  FOR  STATE  MISSIONS 


2015  OFFERING  GOAL:  $2,000,000 

OFFSBIMa  BliPHASlS  AUGUST-OCTOBBB 
OBDBB  FSZB  IfASOABBT  LACKEY  RESOURCES 
AND  LEARN  MORE  ABOUT  STATE  MISSIONS 

Mission  Strategy  |  MBCB  |  (800)  748-1651 


MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE 

HOMECOMING 


Ocrpber  24  2015 
Mtssisiippt  CoHoge.  Clinton.  MS 


Contact  Men  s  Ministry  at 
aOO- 748  1651  Cxt.  335 


Bivocationai/Small  Church 
Ministers  &  Wives 
Cotincil  Meeting 


Octokter  26  @  3:00  pm  -  6:00  pm 


Baptist  Building 
Skyroom 


For  mom  mIoniMiion  cQi^^ 
PostorAMciarslMp  Dovoiopimnf  Dapt.  of  the 
MBCB  at  800748*1651. 


BAPTIST  WOMEN'S 
WORLD  DAY  OF  PRAYER 

November  2,  2015 

EC  on  or  near  the  first  Monday  in 
Bopfist  women  in  about  130 
icAer  to  pray  for  one  another.  Ibey 
yam  ttpbfished  by  the  Baptist  World 
i^(BB«fomen*s  Department,  which  is 
Igiwdi’^Tlihfitinental  unions  rapresentirtg 
gSst  women's  orgarOxotions. 


is  for  aN  Baptist  women,  not 
port  of  your  vromen's 
^PPP^MKit  would  appeal  to  most 
S^fcjbur  church--breakfast,  Saturday 
r,  w^ing  meeting?  let  ihctf  determine  your 
d^,  place,  and  time. 
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2015  Auditions  for  the  2016 
Mississippi  Baptist  All-State 
Youth  Choir  ond  Orchestra. 
Opon  to  0th- 1 2th  graders 
involved  in  the  music  ministry 
of  MS  Southern  Baptist 
Churches. 
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^  ^  _ _ _ _ » coetet  i*ie  Qijicb  Muttc  Oeportmant  of  ^  A^SCB  of 

3 ^5^  E<b  267.  or  2^2  3267.  c-fwoii  cvrtoyior^mbcb 


Pray  this  day  for... 

* a// hkiAs  /h  ^  , ,  7p  ah? aIa/^ 

tAtm ^ArsAffAMHCA,  MAJUt^Sk^^/fCAHpH  a/I  ^  SA/nh. . . 

^^^IlAS/AhS  ^:IS 


September  1 1  -24,  201 5 


Pray  for  John*  Melkv  Prayfor  Tknothy* 
do^yiar.  rmssionanes  ftobocco 
mifi3^»ng  to  European 


^e^rigeltsm 


sonancs  mr  F! 
toAroeiicjnf 


Ashui^* 

( fttarwir  m 


outreach  *  evangefem 


ouirBacli& evahgefem 


Pray  for  Robert  4  Jan' 

ice  Mooney,  missionar-  $¥ellanaParl*h,niiS' 

je$rTiraefingtDEu«>  sionanes  me^Eerr^ 


;  Pray  for;  MMacd  Jones. 

■  missk»\aiy  mfoBtwfog 
>  toEux^earyieopies 
thncxj®  Slut^  evarv 

!  ge^  I 


i  Pray  for;  Kevin  * 
Rrcnda  Poacocit, 

rnissKirv)*^  rmsfiRvig 

io&jrop«^Fte^ 


outwacfrEi  e^iOiTgelsm  outreach 


Prayfor  Susan  Jones, 

miQionary  miniscenng 
toEas^^Mges 

through 

ge^sm  I  X. 


pray  for  John  *  Sarah 
Pcrtcins,  mssior^aries 
nw»rig  ID  European 


Prayfor  Mkhaef  *  Sa^  Prefer  Eugenia  * 
ahVievrRt,  nrwsiorwes  Hoc  PUbsm  moyn- 

ouoeji^ararieet^ 


P  ay  far  Syen  * 


nrwsioaanesrnfn^hlng 

SooSSrougJfchuJch 


Pray  for  Steven  *  Ruth 


Aay  for  C.  *  Marleen 
Robinson,  tmsior\anes 

>wirT.cr^jnflrn<ufv 


agerfiht  churdwTiorne 
outreach  &  evangeiisro 


it^eilJB  missionaries  Ksted  in  ifw  Housefops  prayer  calendaf  are  oneriiV ^cove  fo  2-4  year  terms  CTfo  ca 


11/V96 
Mr.  CempbeN 
Parents:  T  *  G 
European  Peoples 

n/fl/14 

Miss  Mary  Qraoe 
Parents:  J&C 
Restricted 

11/7/02 

Mr.  Jon  Thornas 
Parents:  J&C 
Rastricted 

11A5/96 


11/301)3 
Mr.  Jooiah 
Pafenls:T&G 
European  Peoples 

11/26A)e 
MiasAbioaii 
Parertts:  l&6 
European  Cluster 


Paierte  David  *  Laurie 
American  Peoplae 

11/15/03 
Mr.  David 
Parents:D*M 
EuropaviPeoplea 

11/10/96 
Mr.  Taylor 
Parenta:R*C 
American  Peoplea 


Enco 


MK  with  a  catdL _ 


nEASB  NOTE  TmTiMiNC:Th9tA  yam  iM  your  h^ut4nifpon  of  h4Ksbf 
jcmfing  BirtU»y  cmrdt!  Boame  of  the  rnifiiy  id  other  courrtrim,  mete  is  a  oeed  to 
pet  ctadr  aem  a  month  rheoAofbitthihfy  As  aooo  «  chr  ihe  h  m  the  Bepeut  Renni. 


hetemt  imdtridkuBrtotheWMV.  htdtviduS  caeBt  do  not  need  poeupe  rumpt  when 


beremtirndtriduaUyeothe'^ 

metoMSWhfU 


FOB  SBCVmy,  cud»  Witt  he  forwarded.  Pleme  rend  att  to:  MBCB  WMl/  MK  Btrxhdayr,  PO  Bom 
fJO,  Mdtaoa  MS  39209. 

Heme  tnchtde  your  return  address  on  each  card  eoveiope.  MKr  and  their  parents  ouv  wish  to  tend 
■  tr  or  note  of 


HOFlLfSB 


MS  POSITIONS 


CLASSIFIEDS 


VALLEY  GROVE  CHURCH. 


MfiHB.  Mpnrr  omkn.  a  shali. 

ssirf 

COUNTY,  ■ACCCPTMCREaUHES  FOR 
I*y>"°"<**-V°CAT10NALPA8- 
»Hi.  16  TOIL  PiMM  Mild  iMimM  Id  PO  B«  249 


^  FAI6JE8  tp  lOlM.  Ctfui  1196^.0736 

«nd  dlwK^  - — 

^  Id  omkIimIhb  mi  HC^tn 

*«•  ^HoSrsssrjn  5r*s  *  al  ito  tog,  cn  90^906-2970 


INOOMAR  CHURCH,  NEW  ALBANY,  oi 

Bryan  McElroy  as  deacon  Aug.  30.  Shown 
tor  Terry  Cutrer,  McElroy  and  his  wife 
Allen,  Bryan  McElroy  II,  and  Hannah 


MORGAN  CHAPEL  CHURCH,  STURGIS, 

ordained  Bryce  Morgan  as  deacon.  Sho¥vn 
are  pastor  Gary  Roberson  arxl  Morgan. 


McElroy. 


?a5*y  jr»»^  cHu^  ax-  zffSJSr 

^£S~Fwj»^^F-nw 

^  S^iSmTsTlSw  iS  WWW.SEBRENNOBCWPiroVEMENT 
to  FtosonnN  OMtoiiitoA  Comma  COIL  CtoMta  MfNd  Ottn  L  RN,  Sotoon. 

Sunn OtortTpo^iTiw  (SJSto  «”-•«-»«  **  "to«»M.iMito. 

!!«3«g7.1H5..>todMMao.,cT,ccoo. 

nUmom  tim  ^mmru  *«ng»  »w><»  WDDn  6  tiMOomt.  ptlo  oov- 

^  addlion*.  ttcTen  4  bati 

•S^CBlbmcSSl^Tns^^  AfFOROABLE  BEACHSBE  VACATION 

al  dwe*  hw  owi^ 

r5S!ui_5SR**"*Si*  SmlenDnli  Cil  Owntrs,  lowmt  pnoM  on  tfe  BmcD  www 

aZSli^  *  eee  TTOilreufwv  ouiRionwoondoo  com  206-556^)3«  205* 


annual  missions 
pastor 


recognition  prograQi 
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It  IX 

L  S 

PASTOR  AH 

contfrompi 

One  qu^tion  a  church  can  andUtt 

ask  Itself  is,  ‘Shouldn’t  our  within  I 
pastor  have  .  ?*  and  fill  in  hearts  < 

the  blank  with  what  church  dally  tr 

mem^rs  take  for  granted  or  raiDeiin 

their  pastor  truly  needs.  As  S< 

rake  concrete  steps  to  meet  wefl  we 
the  need,  which  may  include  and  eml 
time  off  or  a  sabbatical,  Lew-  thm  %vil] 
‘*f*<**  ourfutu 

Learn  more  about  pasto-  whether 

ral  Mre  and  development  at 
sendnetwork.com/pastoral-  I/wIm  , 

care-and-development.  ValO#  { 

^  ^  encouraging  As  So 

more  churches  to  participate  have  a  gi 

in  i^or  appreciation  month  health  oi 

in  October.  NAMB  is  part-  unique® 

nenng  ivith  worship  leaders  operatiw 

Shane  and  Shane  to  provide  «nd  <i 

a  worship  event  for  a  selected  ofininist 

church  which  best  demon-  and  so  m 

strates  the  spirit  of  pastor  lingieasc 

appreciation.  The  recipient  Southern 

church  %dll  have  the  oppor-  For  Mi 

tunity  to  host  the  free  event  * 
as  an  additional  thank-you  Baptist  d 
for  its  pastor.  obvious  a 

Church  members  can  churches 

post  photos  on  Instagram  to  served 

'^tter,  or  Facebook  with  goal  as  wf 

the  hashUg  #LiftMyPastor  ventionsa 

showing  how  they  lift  their  tionalenti 

pastor  with  one  of  NAMB’s  •  ^comp 

resources  found  at  sendnet-  “the past 

work.com/pastors-appreci-  Project  %vh 

ation.  Posts  should  include  - 

deUils  of  why  and  how  the 
church  body  chose  to  lift  7% /T £ 

their  pastor.  ^ 

Each  social  media  post  ^ 
that  uses  the  hashtag  #Lift- 

entered  for  Design  A  Ir 
™  “*«ce  to  bring  Shane  j  Church,  Cor 
and  Shane  to  their  church  for  EgiajiMnent  a 
a  wrship  nl^t  Visit  ftice-  I  ^‘"***^  * 
^k  com/Ni3lB.SBC  for  iWw.  « 
deUils  and  more  al>out  er  '  ^^P***”! 

tmng  your  church’s  example  i 
of  pastor  appreciation.  [ 

Submission  Guidelines 
The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
Photographs  of  special  ei^  that 
pleoe  in  cooperating  churches  of  ihe 

^•niiWiBupd*  Coivwnion.  New*  iMnw 
photograph*  dapictng  banafit*  and 

•Ohalia*  tar  •acutof  or  outiid*  organaaliona 
not  ba  pubHahad. 

•'«*®"«a»V»«***niailaddt*»batoM»  and 

^»<nadtarrn  Sacondarymathod:naw»rnav 

typewntten  or  neatty  primed  on  8  1/2  by 

IlHochpaparandniailad  Allartidaariru*t^ 
'wswvad  m  vvribntt  no  artida*  vwli  ba  acoaptad 
^  t-aphona  .  Ou.  ta  «,a,.p,aa«!r^ 

“••at*,  no  tout  attaohmant*  yum  ba  accaotad 
P*»°<P»»ph  attachmant*  in  JPEG  tarmat  ara 
pwnaaaibta 

maha  arttala*  oonci**.  indoda  tha 

*^»vhat.  whaa  vohara  dalaifo  of  iha  atory 

“ong  with  a  contact  paraon  *  addiasa  and 

telephone  number. 

"’°*>0«Ph*  "M*  ba  aubrnittad  afactroni- 


ALLEN 

cont.  from  p.2 

little  plans  have  no  mnp^ 
jrithin  thra  to  inspire  t^ 
hearts  of  men.  This  is  espe- 

ci^  true  when  it  comes  to  the 
millennial  generation. 

M  Southern  Baptists,  how 
ww  we  en^  equq>.  empower 
w  embolden  the  next  genera¬ 
tion  %riD  do  more  than 
w  future.  It  will  determine 
whether  we  have  one. 

Value  added 

As  Southern  Baptists  we 

j^v^  great  story  to  ten.  The 
he^  of  our  entities,  the 
unlqueefiectiveneasoftbeCo- 
?Po»^Ppogram.thetnun- 
m  ^  deploying  of  thousands 
of  ministers  and  missionaries, 
j^eomuchmotearecompel- 
Img  reasons  to  be  committed 

Boutfaem  Baptists. 

For  Midwestern  Semmaiy. 

!  I  want  our  value  to  Southern 
Baptist  churches  to  be  so 
obvious  and  impactful  that 

churches  reflexrvely  look  to  us 

to  serve  them.  That  is  a  worthy 
8om  as  well  for  our  state  con¬ 
ventions  and  every  denomina¬ 
tional  entity. 

A  competing  vision  is  never 
m  the  past  tense.  We  must 
project  wrfaat  we  are  doing  now 


and  what,  by  God’sgrace,  we 
intend  to  do  in  the  future.  If 
tl^  vision  does  not  resonate 

wim  our  churches,  we  must  be 
wiffing  to  correct  course  until 
It  does. 

Inherited  brand  loyalty 
left  town  long  ago.  and  it  is 
1^  likely  to  come  back  any- 
t^  soon.  We  must  oontinu- 
a^  make  our  caae  beftm  our 
churches  and.  thankfully  we 
have  a  makable  caae. 

The  executive  directorB  with 
wbom  I  visited  are  friends,  col- 
Kagues.  and  cherished  ministiy 
Partnera.  They  and  the  entities 
tfaqf  lead  are  doiQg  good  Gospd 

wDik,  often  under  cmiliwyprw 

ratondal  circumstances.  I  was 
peyed  to  speak  to  them  as  a 
DTOther  to  brotheis.  and  we  had 
•  8aod  and  mirited  conversa¬ 
tion  as  a  result 
Both  the  national  and  state 
oonventions  serve  the  same 
ronstituei^  Southern  Baptist 
churches. -rile  SBC  win  £iwr 
“>P®W|ch  as  our  state  conven- 
twna  thrive,  and  vice  vena.  As 

we  most  ftdthfidiy  listen  to  and 
serve  thoae  chuidies,  we  win 
OHM  complement  one  another 
our  respective  ministries 
will  most  flourish. 

A/fen  is  president  of  Mid- 
w^em  Seminary  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.  His  commentary  ap- 


MSAudiohhc 

of  Audio.  VkI«,.  *  Lighting 

C  hurch.  Conference  Room.  School  * 

Equipmem  sales,  service  and  installation 

T^per  Hales  po.  bo*  1575  Ph  601.923.w47 

■nfoCaansaudiolIc.com  CKnon.  MS  39060  Fax  601.924.2880 


t^  via  ptnail.  at  attactmwniB  m  JPEG  format 
fppy  photogiapfia  mallgd  through  tha 
po*^  aaivL*  wa  aot  b#  accagtaJ.  Photo- 
8|»^  must  ba  dear,  sharp,  and  watfightad 

"wjcigraphs  must  (tapict  paopto.  fto  lar^ 
or  obiactonly  photograph*  v»«  ba 

Priotad.  rhotn,),4ph,  containing  inappropriata 
o^actondjta  ctat^ 

Wiahed.  CoR  phone  photographs  and  olhar 
on  nmsmpnm  an  ganarady  nu  publishabla. 

Thsteia  no  ooararaaa  that  navv*  darn*  and/ 
wphotographswdibapobliahadandunso- 
•s^ad  matarial  vvi«  not  ba  acknovvtedgad  or 

photographs  aia  aubjact »  cmppiTHI 

N^rtamsaiid/orphotogrtphtcanbaput)- 
l»had  00a  tinw  on^.  Ctaadlina  for  submitttag 

*“  ""loPWed  publication 
***** ***  ''‘A  <lP**9Pnaitiva  will 
ba  publiahad  or  « tpac»availsblo  batw.  Thaaa 
ara  not  maanl  to  bo  axhauttiva. 

.-f"**"**  "•A*  Tha  Baptiat  Rsoord.  P.O  Boh 
3920(»G630  fax  (ffo,)  292- 
3330  Small:  baptlmaujufinbcfa  otg. 


DEZ  NRT  OHPLPN  OHTGVTNR 
TMHLTOOBX,  NRGN  PD  NRT  BGNNTL 
NPCTO  OECT  ORGBB  WTHGLN  YLEC 
NRT  YGPNR,  APJPDA  RTTW  NE 
OTWISPDA  OHPLPNO,  GDW 
WESNLPDTO  EY  WTJPBO. 

YPLON  NPCENRX  YEILrEDT 
Clue:  L  R 

By  Chwies  Marx.  IW2-2004.C  2005 


Need  ii 

.11(1.  I  11,^.  11^1,,  Uf»rl(|. 

inn  s.  I  If, Ilf, us  nu  ui||  not  u.,lk 
m  d.irkiK  -s  1)111  u  ill  h.,xt  ||,^ 
•iuhl  of  fill  .*•  ;  s:  12, 

'*'im()l\  dian  |||4  |i,||ouii|o 

"ilh  (if, (I  in  \niir  nun  vnrds: 

J  I  d.  I  .Mlniii  Ml., I  I  ,n  f  cl  \oii. 

I  h.,\  t  inrit  cl. 

"  *  "  •  ‘MC 

•Hul  ti,  i  iitnn  lr,,ni  t  u  rn.d 
dt  .il Ii .  .  I  I  t  |)c  III . , 

^  I  l»  liiM  Ic  sns  clicl  .mil  , 

Irnni  tin  -t  .i\i  h,  loi  -iw  mv  sins 
uid  !o  r.  sinic  m\  r*  l.iii,,iis|ii|) 
"dl,  xnn.  I  hclicM  in  Itsns., 

-I  !!>  I.iilli.  I  in\  ill  li  siis  (  hrisi 
'»«l‘»  mv  life  .  I  mill  (his  linic  cm. 

I  ».inl  I..  lit,  ill  lot  illy  n  l.iii.Mislii,, 

"  ilh  linn.  |  n  1 1  i^  t  c  hi  is|  js 
ni\  s.,\  ini  .iini  |  nrcl. » 

ISiM  iii.iin  .IS  liiii,.  |„  i„ 

,  . . '"  n.in,  .liil.lr.  i, 

"'"•'•cli.M  ill  I, ism., 

>0.1  ,i,.,k.  .,  ,h.  ,„r  (  |„  is . hit.  i  , 

.K..I  S.„„l,,,.„  Ihipl,,,  y„i,L,„,,. 
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^®ay  School^] 


ade  in  His  Image  •  Genesis  2:4-9  15-18 


I^r.^sswsf'os; 

2:15  rea^  ^  the  Lord  God  took 
nan,  uid  pat  him  into  the  garden  of 
I  to  dTM  it  and  to  keep  it,*  (JCJV) 
n,  which  is  Hebrew  ^ 

I  the  task  to  with  -eveiy  tree 

./^(Genesis^rg 

lOd  fonned  Eve  to  be  Adam’s  helper 
rm  mi^  to  help  Adam  in  His 
0 1»  his  oopipanion.  So  Eve  too  was 

nedtoworfc. 

It  of  Adam’s  duties  was  to  name  the 

us.  Genesis  a:  20  reads,  "And  Adam 
lames  to  afl  cattle,  and  to  the  fowl  of 
r.  and  to  every  beast  of  die  field..  • 

I.  Our  ima«  of  Paradise  is  eveiyone 

ing  around  and  not  woridng,  but 
fac^  man  and  woman  in  Ihndise 
*.  La^  IS  M  of  who  God  is  and 
re  inade  in  His 

^  extent  of  rest  on 
oonstitotes  work 
M  that^,  and  how  much  rest  we  should 
haw.  TV  an^  Hebrews  debated  this 
adleasly,  and  the  New  Testament  Jews 
o^cntK^  Jesus  or  His  foDowera 

the  Sabbath.  We  rarely  debate,  however, 


>^asdidthe’L3Jd^^*^,S;i^ 

engaged  m  work  and  ^willsini 
Tne  New  Testament  echM  .9®®** 

reads,  “Let  — 
him  that 
stole  steal 

iiiKd  Explore  Ike 

S";*  VhI  "*«««”»» 

hands  the 
thing  which 
>8  good,  that 

fe^JlJ^toP^himthatneedeth,-  pentance-fKJ 
^  creation  to  work.  We  are  is  my  Father  m 


—  «uiu  vxuu  tubes 


For  It  IS  ^  %iduch  %w)rl^  in  you  both 


sutt  ^  song  of  Moaes  the  servant  of  God, 

and  the  som  of  the  Lamb,  saying.  Great 
^  marvelloiis  are 

Almig^;ust  and  tnic  are  thy  ways,  thou 
of  saints,  (KJV).  Some  great  day  in 
Mven,  those  who  gained  victoiy  over  the 
beast  %vifl  ^  their  haips  the  song  of 

Maivdow  are  thy  works,*  Sey 
^^prodaim.  God  loves  to  work  an^ 

should  we.  God  still  vmrks  in  the  hearts  of 

man,  seek- 

^^the 

I  all.  2  Peter 
32b  reads, 
Hne  Lordis 
^  not  will¬ 
ing  that  any 
sbould  per¬ 
ish,  but  that 
all  should 

pentence,*(KJV).  “«>*“><*- 

**5^5:8^  rMds.  -Herein 
»  my  Father  gioidied,  that  ye  bear  much 

^kLTk  ^ples.  As  the 

FathCT  hath  loi^  me,  so  have  I  lov^you- 

contou^  in  my  love,*  (KJV).  Compar- 
mg  to  ^rch  to  a  vineyani,  Jesus  seeks 
not  just  “fruit,’  or  “more  fruit,"  but  “much 


fr^  ew  believer.  Fruit  in  a  be¬ 
liever  elite  only  comes  from  work;  spend- 

I!!2  •****“’  worshipping 

wh  other  believera,  time  ministenng  to 
tnoae  m  nee^  and  time  sharing  His  great 
new  with  others.  Afl  of  that  %vork  is  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  our  jobs  . 

^besi^  2:10  rea^  "Pbr  we  are  his 
'^«*niai^p,  created  in  Christ  Jesus 
urto  g^  works,  whidi  God  hath  before 
"ttaned^  we  should  walk  in  them,’ 
0^^.  God  s  emtioa  reflected  His  image. 

Art  He  wofked  m  W  We  were  matfin 

wimy  to  work.  This  vene  reverts  that 
wfore  He  created  the  pfajnnert  world.  His 
uny  us  was  that  we  befievere  vwwld 
'w*.  We  were  made  to  work.  Acts  io:i8 

ofthedevfl;forGod  was  with  hi^l^^ 
®  df  our  Fa¬ 

ther  to  like  Jesus,  who  went  about  do- 
W  good.  We  are  not  saved  by  our  work, 
but  are  definitely  saved  to  work.  God  is 

pleased  and  we  are  the  most  frilfiJled  when 

we  serve  the  Lord.  Let’s  get  to  work! 

Hawn  is  pastor  of  Oakdale  Church 
Brandon, 


Gods  Promise  of  Eternal  Life  •  1  John  5:6-13 


The  countiy  of  Pta^  was  home  to 
Jean  Calroent  Aoooixling  to  gumness- 
^rldrecord&oom,  this  woman  holds  a 
ibstinginf^  place  in  hi^^  for  her  km- 
TOtest  frilly  authenticated 
Sge  wfuen  any  human  has  ever  lived  is  iqq 
jWte  164  by  Jeane  Louise  Calmmt 


- ^  awreasaa^^ 

hw  taoth  birthday  what  she 
oepected  of  the  future,  she  replied,  *A  very 
short  one.**  ^ 

at  flus  tongue-in-cheek  an- 
This  quick-wittea  woman  (who 
0^  met  Vincent  Van  Gogh)  reali^ 
d^hwas  probably  imminent  Do  you 
'Ww  what  she  nunr  have  thought  as 

™  pondered  eterniW?  This  concept  is  of 
utmost  importance  for  all  of  us;  we  have 
only  our  current  lifetime  to  make  necu- 
sarypreparatioiis. 

week's  lesm  on  Goefsinthf^ 
»  during  our  eai^  Kfb,  toiiVs  tfieme 

shows  that  God's  frudifulness  doent  pfvl 
iwi  weVe  bre^hed  our  last  Our  Lord's 
pdmiscof  eternal  life  gives  us  oounge  to 
totodiq^,  along  ^  bright  hope  aiid^- 
deopeaoe  m  our  dyiiig  moinents. 

The  apo^  John,  poatfbly  the  Imt  of 
atill  living,  penned  the 
ydkdf  1  John  to  eDoourageD«ievers  and 
aaii^  some  frindamentaTand  vital  truth 
ma  cfaiueh  tl^  had  been  infiltrated  by 
**ciwcal  doctrine  (see  1  John  2:19).  As  an 


the  beloved  disable  begins 
hrt  remmdiiig  his  readm  of^ 

Lord  Jesus,  whom -we  have  hearf,  whirl. 
wehm  seen  with  our  ms,  which  we  have 

ipotod  at  and  our  hancb  have  touched*  fi 

w^  OitoL  this  intiinacy  enabled 
him  to  %vfrh  authority. 

Cto  fo^pataajp  be^  by  making 
of  three  witnesses  that  tell  who  J^  »• 
^AeSiw^the  water  and  the  bkwd*  (vs. 


J^  had 
given  a  bit 
more  infor¬ 
mation,  but 
one  way 
of  under¬ 
standing 
the  three 
would  be  : 
as  follows: 
“the  Mfater" 
refers  to  Jesus 
his  crucifixion,  ] 


Sbidies  for  Life 

Ann  Maniscaico 


refers  to  Jesus  bimtism,  “the  blood”,  to 
his  crucifixion,  ami  “the  Spirit",  of  course 
to  the  Holy  ^liriL  When  Jesus  was  bap¬ 
tized  in  the  Jordan  River,  the  Hofy  Spirit, 
Ifltje  a  dove,  descended  on  Him.  God’s 
voice  from  Heaven  then  declared  His  ap¬ 
proval  of  His  Son  (Matthew  3:13-17).  And 
many  dreumstanoes  surrounding  the 
shedding  of  His  precious  blood  at  Calvary 


proclaimed  Jesus’ deity. 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 

^  _ — ... 


In  verses  ^11,  John  points  out  that 
peoefc  sooMtunes  accep.  man’s  testimo- 
Gods  testimony  is  greater"  (vs 
9J.  mtim  John  was  rebuking  some  be- 
uevers  %vbod  been  led  astray  by  the  fake 

b*  •  har^ ,  he  contmues  (vs.  10). 

So  whirt  is  this  “teatimoi^  Verse  11- 
12  givn  the  answer  ''God  nas  given  us 
eternal  life,  and  this  fi^j  is  in  his  Sm.  He 
%vho  has 
t^  Son  has 
life;  he  who 
does  not 
have  the 
Son  of  God 
does  not 
have  life." 

What  a 
p^romise! 
The  Life 

l^n  Bible  (NIV)  says  this  about^verM^i2: 

don’t  need  to  wait  for  eternal  life, 
because  it  beens  the  moment  you  be¬ 
lieve.  You  don  t  need  to  work  for  it,  be¬ 
cause  it  is  already  yours.  Vqu  don’t  need 
to  worry  about  it,  because  you  have  been 
given  eternal  life  by  God  hunself  -  and  it 
IS  guaranteed." 

We  must  not  miss  the  one  criteria 
required  to  claim  that  assurance,  how- 


^Orti  Qniw  Owreh,  Vtaoe 

flrenrtrtion.ltevivrt.Sqg.ao- 
Amdgy  Sebooi,  9  <un-; 
10  ajn.,  foBon^  by 
pothick  hinch;  services, 

2^pjn. 

Chiifch,'Riylors- 
^KHomeCTitai,  Sqg.  13; 
*«»<rty  School  10  gjn.;  wor- 


ddp,  11  sjo.,  foloired  by  eov^ 
ereddishliinch. 

^  Vietory  Church,  iassMd; 
laotfa  amuvemiy,  Sept  13;  ser¬ 
vices,  10:30  ajn.;  Gerald  Ault- 
man,  speaker,  Nathan  Barber, 


Sept  13;  Sunday  School,  lo  a.iiL; 

io:4&  followed  by  ^ 
ered  dub  hmtoQii;  Matt  Greer, 

ban:  Revivid,  Sept  13  - 16;  Sun., 
u  ajn.  and  6  pjn.;  Men.  -  Wed- 
7pm;  Waie  Weddle,  speaker, 
ffiirkm  I  miMa 

►  iJofV  Bki*  Church,  Hoty 


ever,  and  it  is  found  in  verse  12:  “He 
who  has  the  Son  hM  life...."  Have  you 
*  relationship  with  God’s 
Son?  He  waits  -  no,  He  longs  for  you 
to  come  to  Him  (2  Peter  3:9).  If  you 
quwtion  the  Lord's  lovingkmdiieas 
^re  to  jnmke  3m  a  part  of  His  fam¬ 
ily,  read  the  tender  love  stoiy  in 
15:11-24.  prodigal  son,  %«rilling  to 
put  his  old  life  behind,  exempUfen  re- 
pe^noe,  and  the  father’s  unabashed 
welcome  reveals  God's  heart  eager  to 
provide  restoration.  In  another  story 
we  see  Jesus,  after  redeeming  a  man 
many  considered  the  scum  of  the  earth 

Wan  to 

seek  and  to  save  what  was  lost  (Luke 
19:10)." 

Each  of  us  has  a  choice:  Iw  faith,  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  Lord’s  gracious  offer,  or  to  re¬ 
ject  It.  Hebr^  9:27-28  gives  a  warning 
and  a  promise:  "Just  as  man  is  destinra 
to  die  once,  ai^  after  that  to  face  judge- 
mCTt,  so  Christ  was  sacrificed  once  to 
t^e  away  the  sins  of  many  people;  and 
he  Mnll  appear  a  second  time,  not  to  bw 
sin,  but  to  bring  salvation  to  those  who 
are  waiting  for  him." 

In  light  of  this  lesson,  what  is  God 
calling  you  to  do  today? 

Ann  Mani^kx)  is  a  memba  of  Em¬ 
manuel  Baptist  Church  in  Ocean  Springs. 


™oaeoooim^  Se|i.  w;  Siim% 
Srtiool,  loajD.;  woffahip^  uajn., 
fcBo*v«d  l^felowsh^  meal 
Joe  Deer,  tpmker,  Landon  Britt, 
muBK. 

yWfodaMifo  Chureh, 


act  Chupciw 
Homeconun^ 


m;  Homeoomn^  Sept  13;  aei^ 
vic^iy.^yiL.ribwedbycov- 
ered  dfah  dfamer  and  Mlemoon 


S^j^aervien,  io^Tjil^ 
bwribyMbwateiiieah  Dv^ 
FauBunbeiy,  speaker,  Gaiy  Do¬ 
ver.  raturic. 


Church,  Oh- 
fold:  End  Times  Meetup  S^ 
15;  regular  service  tiineaSun- 
^,7  pm  nighty,  Tfrn  Moore, 
and  Lion  Bfiniatries,  and 
other  area  pastors,  speakinL 
►  M»  aSdt  Aah- 

land:  RevivaL  Stent  14  -  16;  7 
p.m.  nighty,  Chiii  Autiy,  Ran- 
dy  Buae,  and  Randy  Hiuniltan. 


Luther,  pastor. 
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Just  for  the  Record 


Jim  f  I 
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SUNflISC  CHURCH.  PTFAL.  ordainad  Gaorge  Smith,  fifth 
from  right,  as  deacon  Aug.  30. 


NEW  PROSPECT  CHURCH.  OXFORD.  ACKERIRAN  CHURCH.  ACKERMAN. 

recognized  Buster  Wilton  for  40  rears  of  or-  ordainedTony  Futgham  as  deacon.  Shown  are  . 

dained  aervice.  He  is  shown  with  his  wife.  Pat  Fulgham  and  pastor  Danny  Irvin.  ■■■H - 

_  NORTH  COLUMBIA  CHURCH.  COLUMRUL  hosted  Oen- 

m  QUmr  uwotbi  news.  ^  ^  nis  Sv^nberg  during  their  Magnificent  Monday  Meeting  Aug 

►  First  Church,  Why**— is  hosting  the  Mississippi  SiDgMagChunAmCT  m  concert  Sept  15. 6  pjn.  24.  Joe  Wiggins,  pastor. 


Text  "SmaliStrong"  to  313131 


EXHIBITORS  TABLE  TALK  NETWORKING 


VICTORY  CHURCH.  BROOKHAVEN.  hofv 
oredThomat  and  Ruby  Wicker  for  50  years  of 
ministry.  They  were  prwented  a  journal  Bible 
signed  by  ail  the  guests,  a  pair  of  rooking 
chairs,  and  a  love  offering. 


.or^/:ma*-  -  ^ng 


NORTH  CALVARY  CHURCH.  PIBLAOEL- 
PHUL  recently  ordalrwd  Kevin  Wilton  end 
Dusty  Stephens  ee  deecons.  Shown  ere  Wil¬ 
son.  his  wife  Rerwa.  paator  John  E.  Stephens. 
Stephens,  and  wHa  Cayia. 


